
B-3485 

B-3485 - B-3487 1855-1899 
108-112 E. West St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Semi-public access 

The north side of the 100 block of E. West St. is occupied exclusively 
by the Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church and its subsidiary buildings. The 
large Gothic Revival style red brick church building, with its imposing east 
end apse and tower, was built in the late 1850's for the increasingly large 
German Catholic population in the community. The church building is located 
at 108 E. West St. To the east, at 110 E. West St. is the three story, five 
bay wide brick parish office, with shed roof and deep, paneled wooden cornice. 
This simple, Classical Revival structure was built in the early 1870's to 
serve as a school operated by the church. At 112 E. West St. is the Carruthers 
building, now the Allen Center for Senior Citizens, an imposing three story, 
five bay wide brown brick building with shed roof and elaborate Classical 
Revival stone trim, including a simulated brick "rusticated" basement, full-
height arched bays, and a wide arched entranceway. The building was constructed 
in the 1890's. 
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DESCRIPTION B-3485 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This Gothic Revival style church was begun in 1858 and the tall tower was 
completed in 1885. The church is constructed in brick with stone trim. The church 
runs parallel to West St. with the nave extending along West St. for six bays. 
The entrance to the church is located along West St., in the westernmost bayrofcthe church 
located at the eastern \ 61 the church . the •. At the eastern end of the 
church there is a five-sided apse rising the full height of the structure. 

The church building occupies a lot 290' wide and about 120' deep with a rectory 
located at the western end of the lot. The building is constructed in running bond 
brickwork with grey stone trim. The gable roof of the nave and the separate roof 
of the apse are slate. Stepped back brick piers articulate the six bays of the nave. 
Similar piers mark the corners of the apse. Each pier frames a tall pointed arch 
window with deep brickwork hood, the upper point of which terminates in a brick cross 
design. Similar pointed arch windows mark the bays of the apse but instead of brick 
hoods these windows have stone hoods. The roof cornice of the nave and the apse is 
a typical Victorian style stepped brick and metal cornice. Rows of stepped brickwork 
are also used to articulate the various levels of the corner tower, as are bands 
of cut stone trim. 

The one story high entrance area has a low, pointed arch entryway with stone 
hood set beneath a pointed gable roof flanked by two brick piers with stone turrets. 
The peak of the gable roof is surmounted by a stone cross. The church itself has 
similar carved stone corner turrets. The large stained glass window in the southern 
wall of the has a pointed arch lintel with projecting stone hood. The window 
is set beneath a tall, false peaked gable roof with similar stone corner turrets and 
central cross as the gable roof over the main entrance. The window area is framed 
by the same stepped brick piers with stone trim as are used to articulate the bays 
of the nave. Each face of the tower is marked by paired, narrow, pointed arch 
windows filled with blinds, at the lower level, and with a single pointed arch 
window with upper trefoil stonework, at the upper level. Theliarched windows of 
both levels have stone hoods. Each corner of the tower has a decorative carved stone 
turret. An octagonal steeple rises above the tower with four pointed arch windows 
with pointed wooden hoods set in the four main faces. There is a subsidiary 
entrance to the church located in the second bay of the nave. This is lower in 
height than the main entrance but has a similar pointed gable roof, and pointed arch 
opening faced with stone. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church is extremely important to the Federal Hill/ 
South Baltimore area as being the first church constructed in the area for the 
growing number of German Catholic residents, most quite recent immigrants. For years 
after its founding, services at the church were conducted in German and the church 
has always played an important role in the life of the German community in the area. 
In 1881 a parochial school adjoining the church, was,opened, which closed only 
recently. The area to the rear of the school building has long served the neighborhood 
as a playground. At the present time the Allen Center for Senior Citizens is located 
in the former Carruthers Center of the church (at 112 E. West St.) and is actively 
used by the elderly residents of the community, both Catholic and non-Catholic alike. 
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